HOLY COMMUNION

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT: “HOPE”
CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
November 30, 2025

Welcome to Christ Episcopal Church! We join as a

family of friends receiving Holy Communion every

Sunday to empower ministry to our community. We are

an inclusive and atfirming fellowship - without
exception. There is a place for you among us at Christ
Church. Join with us. All are welcome to receive
communion. Speak with the Priest to learn about being

baptized,

For Encouragement: Holy One, please help me to not lose heart. When I look around
me, it 1s easy to get overwhelmed and discouraged. When that happens, I will take heart,
because You are renewing me. Help me to remember all the ways You are present through

Christ, my Lord. Amen.

About Holy Communion: We trust Christ to be truly present in the bread and wine. All
baptized persons, children and adults, are welcomed to receive. Stand or kneel at the altar
rail with palms extended to receive the water to dip into the cup of wine. If you would
preter a blessing, cross your arms over your chest to signal the Priest. (If you would like to

learn more about being baptized, speak with Father Emanuel.)

Mission Statement — At Christ Episcopal Church we gather to worship, pray, sing, and

share so together we may serve our community and the world.




Voluntary

(All stand.)

Two Variations on “Sleepers, wake!”

Jacques Berthier

Opening Hymn 57 Lo! he comes, with clouds descending
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First Sunday of Advent

Reader:  Jesussaid, “I am the light of the world. Those who follow me will not
walk in the darkness, but will have the light of life.”

All: Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.

Reader:  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. They lived in
a land of shadows, but now light is shining on them. (Isaiah 9:2)

Reader:  We light this candle to remind us of the hope of all people for a Saviour
who will bring us freedom and peace. This hope was promised by the
prophets of the Old Testament, who shared their vision of justice coming

to the earth by the mighty acts of God.

The first candle is lighted.




(Choir and congregation sing together.)

ADVENT WREATH SONG

Paul Inwood

First Sunday: Refrain 1,Verse 1, Refrain 1
Second Sunday: Refrain 2, Verses 1-2, Refrain 2
Third Sunday: Refrain 3, Verses 1-3, Refrain 3
Fourth Sunday: Refrain 4, Verses 14, Refrain 4
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2. Two to bring us hope and peace,
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Celebrant: Let us pray.

Father, you awaken in us the desire for the coming of your Son Jesus.

May he kindle in us the light of his love, and bring the kingdom of peace

and justice you promise for the whole earth.

All:

Amen.

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnity your holy Name;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise Trisagion S102
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The Collect of the Day

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in
his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life
immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one

God, now and for ever. Amen.

Announcements

A Reading from Isaiah 2:1-5

(Lector)

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days
to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of
the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the
Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we
may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of
the LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate
for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears
into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall

they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of

the LORD!
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

(Silence for reflection follows the reading.)



The Psalm S-413

Robert Knox Kennedy

(b. 1945)
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© 1979, Robert Knox Kennedy.
Psalm 122

Laetatus sum

1 I was glad when they said to ‘me, *

"Let us go to the house of the ‘LORD."

2 Now our feet are ‘standing *

within your gates, O Je’rusalem.

3 Jerusalem is built as a ‘city *

that is at unity with it’self;

4 To which the tribes go up,
the tribes of the ‘LORD, *
the assembly of Israel,

to praise the Name of the ‘LORD.

5 For there are the thrones of ‘judgment, *

the thrones of the house of ‘David.

Robert Knox Kennedy



6 Pray for the peace of Je’rusalem: *

"May they prosper who ‘love you.

7 Peace be within your ‘walls *

and quietness within your ‘towers.

8 For my brethren and companions' ‘sake, *

I pray for your pros’perity.

9 Because of the house of the LORD our ‘God, *

I will seek to do you ‘good."

(Silence for reflection tollows the Psalm.)

A Reading from Romans 13:11-14

(Lector)

You know what time it 1s, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep.
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far
gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the
armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and
jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the

flesh, to gratity its desires.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
(Silence for reflection follows the reading.)



(Standing as able)

Sequence Hymn 73 The King shall come when morning dawns
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The Gospel Matthew 24:36-44

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither
the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah
were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the
day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept
them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in
the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding
meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for
you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the
owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he
would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into.
Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected

hour.”

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon

(Several moments of silence for reflection follow the sermon.)

(Standing, as able.)
The Nicene Creed

Minister: Let us rise to confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he carmme down from heaven: by the
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suftered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
gloritied. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of

the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People Form VI
(Silence)
The Leader and People pray responsively

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence

For all people in their daily life and work; For our families, friends, and

neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For the leaders of the nations and for Donald, our President; Henry, our Governor,
and for all in authority in our community, that peace through compassionate justice
prevail and our country remain hospitable, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our

prayer.



For prisoners, the addicted, victims of hunger, warfare, natural disasters, injustice,

oppression, and violence; that they may be delivered from their distress.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; For those who minister

to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God,
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Dame Sarah Mullally, our Archbishop of Canterbury; Sean, our Presiding
Bishop; Daniel, our Bishop; and Dorsey, Andrew, and Frank, our Bishops retired;
and Phil, our Celebrant; and other ministers; For all who serve God in his

Church.

For those who are sick, in treatment, or recovery, especially Joanie Mayfield*, Mark
Riemann, Dan Musselman, Darlene Carnes, Richard Shooping, Debbie, Cathy,
David Hagins, Bob Arndt, Derek Montrose, Amanda Ford*, John, Patrick
Deaton, Kay Lamberton*, Mildred Wilmont, Diane Hood, Nancy Port, Randy
Horton, Tric Deaton*, John Port, Fionna, Allen, Rebecca Bryson, Wayne, Amelia
Davis, Tom Brown, Linda Brown, Mike Lamberton*, Pam Giardiello*, Earle

Holmes*, Aubrey Crawford*, Father Bill Walters.

Silence

Hear us, Lord; For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. Remembering those celebrating
birthdays especially, Lynn Blackmon and Caroline Oliver and those celebrating
anniversaries. We pray for St. Andrew’s, Greenville and Church of the Advent,

Spartanburg. Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray for all who have died who rest in your loving embrace. (/NVames)



Just and Eternal God, Creator of All: Convince us to work earnestly so the earth
remains habitable for present and future generations. Let us pray to the Lord. Lord,
hear our prayer.

Silence

We will exalt and thank you, O God our King; And praise your Name for ever

and ever.

Silence
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; Who put their trust in you.

Confession & Absolution
Celebrant:
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

(Silence)

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father: in your compassion; forgive us
our sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold
us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the

honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant:
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you

in eternal life. Amen.
The Peace

Celebrant: The peace of Christ be always with you.

People: And also with you.

Then the Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord.
(The people may be seated.)



THE HOLY COMMUNION
Offertory Sentence:

Celebrant: I ask you brothers and sisters, to offer your selves as a living sacrifice, holy

and acceptable to God which is your true and proper worship. Romans 12:1

Hymn at the Offertory: C126 Alleluia, He Is Coming
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This song is useful during Easter-. Simple hand cctions car. be devised to portray the text.

Words and Music:

Martha Butler

Copyright © 1979 Martha Butler. All rights reserved.




(We stand as the gifts are presented.)
The Presentation of the Offering

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The people remain standing.

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to
new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all

the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your

Name:
Sanctus & Benedictus S-124 Holy, holy, holy Lord David Hurd
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(The people kneel as able.)

Celebrant:

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be
the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and
made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into

truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do

this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, we proclaim the mystery of faith:"

Celebrant and People:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Celebrant: And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may
be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us
to your Son 1in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified

by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your



Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Mary Magdalene, Peter, Paul, Phoebe, Lydia, Andrew, and all your saints, we may
enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our

salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory
1s yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray

The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant and People:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread: 7The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.



The Fraction Anthem:
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(Choir and Congregation sing together.)
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The music which accompanies the words of the Sanctus very often indicates somethin
the composer as well as the context for which it was written. A Sanctus by Palestring,
to a God who is remote and enthroned in unattainable bliss, to be sung in a liturgy attende

social and ecclesiastical standing and sophistication.

? about the theology of
or exomJJle, may point
by people of

This Sanctus comes from a very different background. It is a heartfelt love song of people who know what
suffering means and who sense their solidarity with Christ who suffers with them.

It should be sung slowly but steadily.

Words: Variation on traditional liturgical text

Music: Composer of melody unknown; arrangement © 1990 lona Community,

taught by Pablo Sosa

based on two-part version as



Celebrant: These are Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith with

thanksgiving. Come for all is prepared.

Music During the Communion

Post-Communion Prayer

Celebrant and People:

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and
grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness

of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



Hymn at the Closing 61 “Sleepers wake!” A voice astounds us
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The Blessing
Celebrant: May the Light of Christ fill your heart, soul, and mind that you, and all the
world, be one in Him; and the blessing of Almighty God, Father, Son+ and Holy

Spirit be with you now and always. Amen.



The Dismissal
Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.

People: Thanks be to God.

THIS WEEK
Fellowship/Discussion Group meets each Monday at 4:00 pm.

Support Group meets Mondays 5:30 pm and Saturdays 8:30 am
Church/Nave is Reserved for Rehearsals every Saturday from 10:00 am-1:00 pm
Choir practice every Wednesday at 7:00 pm.

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

December 2" — Lynn Blackmon

December 6™ — Caroline Oliver

FINANCIAL REPORT
2025 Pledge and Plate Budgeted: $119,081.00
Pledge and Plate Received as of November 30, 2025: $99,445.35
Pledge and Plate Budgeted as of November 30, 2025: $109,157.62

PARISH PRAYER LIST

( * Denotes member) (Please contact office to add/remove names)

Joanie Mayfield*, Mark Riemann, Dan Musselman, Darlene Carnes, Richard
Shooping, Debbie, Cathy, David Hagins, Bob Arndt, Derek Montrose, Amanda
Ford*, John, Patrick Deaton, Kay Lamberton*, Mildred Wilmont, Diane Hood,
Nancy Port, Randy Horton, Tric Deaton*, John Port, Fionna, Allen, Rebecca
Bryson, Wayne, Amelia Davis, Tom Brown, Linda Brown, Mike Lamberton*,

Pam Giardiello*, Earle Holmes*, Aubrey Crawford*, Father Bill Walters



PARTICIPATING TODAY

COMMUNION
ASSISTANT/ ACOLYTE/ USHERS/
DATE CHALICE CRUCIFER | GREETERS TELLERS ALTAR GUILD LECTOR
Mike Sistare, Aubrey & Joan
Jake Wilson | Joan Crawford | Crawford
Sunday, & Melton & Pam Ernest
November 30, 2025 Linda Baker Mary Bemis | Mayfield Giardiello Jenkins

Priest: Phil Emanuel
Parish Musician: Dana Lee Walters

Security: Ernest Jenkins

PARTICIPANTS NEXT SUNDAY

COMMUNION
ASSISTANT/ ACOLYTE/ USHERS/ VIDEO
DATE CHALICE CRUCIFER | GREETERS TELLERS ALTAR GUILD LECTOR OPERATOR
Aubrey & Joan
Mike Sistare, Crawford
Jake Wilson
Sunday, & Melton Ernest Jenkins Caroline Wayne
December 7, 2025 Caroline Oliver | Mary Bemis | Mayfield & Mike Sistare Oliver Johnson

Father Emanuel is available for conversation regarding matters of faith and life at a place
of your choosing and at times by appointment. He may be reached via the following:
orionrigelstar@gmail.com or 843-325-3362.

SERMON: The sermon is available upon request. Please contact the church oftice if
you would like a copy.


mailto:orionrigelstar@gmail.com

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY

HOPE: Shelf stable milk (store brand is fine,) grits, beef stew, mixed vegetables,
sweet peas, jelly, boxed instant potatoes, juice (any type.) Please remember HOPE
prefers plastic containers. Place your donated items in the shopping cart. Grocery bags

are also needed. There are so many that are in need of basic food items.

Ray’s Backdoor Ministry: Christ Church will continue to support the ongoing
needs of this ministry. The cost to purchase items for the kits is approximately $220
every other month. We assemble and deliver kits every other month as funds allow.
This ministry is supported by individual contributions. Linda Baker and Faye Skipper
assembled and delivered twenty-four (24) comfort kits to Ray’s this week.

Cans for Kitties Project: Please remove labels and separate aluminum from steel
cans, bag them and place them in the labeled green trash bin located beside the
storage building behind the church. This ministry benefits our feline friends by

providing spay/neuter services for cats.

Sheltered of Lancaster: Sheltered is a non-profit in Lancaster, SC with the goal of
providing housing, showers, food and other needs for members of our community.
Please contact Jamie Miller at 803-287-7443 it you would like to volunteer at one of

their events. Christ Church supports this ministry by individual contributions.



Bishop of the Diocese of Upper S. C.
The Right Reverend Daniel P. Richards

T piscopal Church

Priest
The Reverend Philip G. Emanuel

Parish Musician
Dana Lee Walters

Digital Ministry
Linda Baker and Wayne Johnson

Vestry Members
Lynn Blackmon (’25), Joan Crawford (‘26), Pam Giardiello ("27), Ernest Jenkins ('26),
Mike Sistare (°25)

Treasurer Clerk
Linda Baker Linda Baker

Christ Episcopal Church
534 Plantation Road (PO Box 488), Lancaster, SC 29721
Church Office 803-286-5224 /| E-mail: episcopal@comporium.net
Oftice hours: Monday-Thursday 8:00 a.m. - Noon
Website: www.christchurchlancaster.com / Facebook: Christ Episcopal Church

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@christepiscopalchurchSC
Look for Christ Episcopal Church Lancaster SC on YouTube and subscribe.

Father Emanuel may be reached at 843-325-3362 or orionrigelstar@gmail.com
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