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Christ Church – 

where we gather to 

worship, pray, sing, 

and share so 

together we may 

serve our community 

and the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 101st Annual Convention of the 
Diocese will take place on 

November 10-11, 2023, at Christ 
Church, Greenville, South Carolina, 

hosted by the congregation. 
 

Please take a moment to thank 
our Delegates for their willingness 
to serve. Our Delegates for Christ 

Church Lancaster are: Linda 
Baker, Elizabeth Caldwell, Ernest 

Jenkins, and Caroline Oliver. 
 

The office will be closed 
Thursday, November 23rd  

and will re-open Monday, 
November 27th. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November Anniversaries 
 

Please contact the office if your anniversary is in 

the month of November. 
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November Flowers 

 
November 5th – Anonymous 

November 12th – Philip McGuirt & Jeff Thomas 
November 19th – Thanksgiving Altar 

November 26th -  Open 
 

 

The next Vestry 
Meeting  

will be held Sunday, 
November 19th    

following the service.      
 

November Birthdays 
 

November 2nd – Kay Lamberton 

November 8th – Pam Giardiello 

November 8th – Bette Acker 

November 15th – Bucy Baker 

November 16th – Tony Higgins 

November 21st – Wayne Johnson 

November 22nd – Mike Sistare 

November 23rd – Mary Bemis 

November 24th – JoAnn Riemann 

November 27th – Kathy Sistare 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE MUSTARD SEED                                                     Page 3  

 

 

 

Blessing of the Animals Service - 2023  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Sunday, November 12 th 
Special refreshments  
honoring our Veterans 
will be held following  

the service in the Hospitality 
Room.  

 
Please take a moment to  
thank those that served.  
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Parishionerõs Pets 

 

 

 
Sophie Emanuel 

is the proud 

owner of Father 

Phil and 

Elizabeth. She is 

the hit of the 

office when she 

comes to visit her 

Aunt Gwen. 
 

Winston 

Riemann is 

the ruler of 

the Riemann 

household. 

 

 

Merrio Morton 

went to the 

Carl Sandburg 

House and 

read to Newsy, 

a placid 18 

month old!  

 

November 5 th 
All SaintsĴ Day: 

 
Please complete forms before November 2nd listing names to be read during the 
Prayers for the Departed during service on Sunday, November 5th .You may 
also email names to the church office. 
 

Please contact the church office if you would like to provide flowers for a 

Sunday in 2024.  
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H.O.P.E. 
 

Christ Church will be 
collecting  

 Peanut butter, 1 pound bag 
of dried beans, 16 ounce box 

of spaghetti, canned 
potatoes, canned mixed 
vegetables, canned soup, 
canned assorted beans, 

canned peas, boxed mac n 
cheese, canned corn, boxed 
oatmeal, 24 ounce bag of 
grits, and boxed instant 

potatoes for the month of  
November  . 

 

Place your donated items in the 
shopping 

cart located in the Narthex. 
 
 

 

 

 

May gifts as of October 31, 2023: 
 

*Priest Discretionary Fund -  $91.00  
EDUSC -  $244.00 

Our Little Roses -  $275.00 
Undy Sunday -  $360.00 
ECW Dues -  $105.00 

RayĴs Backdoor Ministry -  $50.00 
Decals -  $26.00 

 

Pledge/Plate: $10,058.00 
$8,833.33 budgeted monthly need 

 
*Includes first Sunday loose plate/designated 

donations 

There will be  

an ECW meeting  

Sunday, November 5 th  following the 

service.  

 

Volunteers are needed to help organize 

the Undercroft. Please contact Joan 

Crawford at 516 -318 -7365 if you would 

like to help with this project.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER PARTICIPANTS 

 

DATE HOSPITALITY 

COMMUNION 
ASSISTANT/ 
CHALICE 

ACOLYTE/ 
CRUCIFER 

USHERS/ 
GREETERS TELLERS 

ALTAR 
GUILD LECTOR 

VIDEO 
OPERATOR 

         

Sunday,  
November 5, 2023 Mike Sistare Ernest Jenkins Mary Bemis 

Mike Sistare, 
Jake Wilson & 
Melton 
Mayfield 

Philip McGuirt 
& Caroline 
Oliver 

Nicki 
Robertson 
& Carol 
Hayes 

Catie 
Rowell Linda Baker 

Sunday,  
November 12, 2023 Mike Sistare TBA Mary Bemis 

Mike Sistare, 
Jake Wilson & 
Melton 
Mayfield 

Mike Sistare & 
Lynn 
Blackmon 

Nicki 
Robertson 
& Carol 
Hayes 

Ernest 
Jekins Bill Bixby 

Sunday,  
November 19, 2023 Mike Sistare Linda Baker Mary Bemis 

Mike Sistare, 
Jake Wilson & 
Melton 
Mayfield 

Pam Giardiello 
& Sally Higgins 

Nicki 
Robertson 
& Carol 
Hayes 

Kathy 
Sistare Jeff Bixby 

Sunday,  
November 26, 2023 Mike Sistare Ernest Jenkins Mary Bemis 

Mike Sistare, 
Jake Wilson & 
Melton 
Mayfield 

Robert Horton 
& Philip 
McGuirt 

Nicki 
Robertson 
& Carol 
Hayes 

Caroline 
Oliver 

Wayne 
Johnson 

Sunday,  
December 3, 2023 Mike Sistare TBA Mary Bemis 

Mike Sistare, 
Jake Wilson & 
Melton 
Mayfield 

Caroline Oliver 
& Mike Sistare 

Aubrey & 
Joan 
Crawford 

Sally 
Higgins  

Sunday,  
December 10, 2023 Mike Sistare Linda Baker Mary Bemis 

Mike Sistare, 
Jake Wilson & 
Melton 
Mayfield 

Lynn 
Blackmon & 
Pam Giardiello 

Aubrey & 
Joan 
Crawford 

Mary 
Bemis  

Sunday,  
December 17, 2023 Mike Sistare Ernest Jenkins Mary Bemis 

Mike Sistare, 
Jake Wilson & 
Melton 
Mayfield 

Sally Higgins & 
Robert Horton 

Aubrey & 
Joan 
Crawford 

Catie 
Rowell  

Sunday,  
December 24, 2023 Mike Sistare TBA Mary Bemis 

Mike Sistare, 
Jake Wilson & 
Melton 
Mayfield 

Philip McGuirt 
& Caroline 
Oliver 

Aubrey & 
Joan 
Crawford 

Ernest 
Jekins  

Sunday,  
December 31, 2023 Mike Sistare Linda Baker Mary Bemis 

Mike Sistare, 
Jake Wilson & 
Melton 
Mayfield 

Mike Sistare & 
Lynn 
Blackmon 

Aubrey & 
Joan 
Crawford 

Kathy 
Sistare  

 

All worship participants please make your presence known before service to 
Father Emanuel. 

 

Please contact the church office if you would like to volunteer to serve  
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From the Music Desk of Dana Lee Walters 

 

HYMN SURVEY RESULTS 
 
 
FROM THE HYMNAL 1982 
 
400 All creatures of our God and King 
477 All praise to thee,  for thou O King divine 
377 All people that on earth do dwell 
435 At the Name of Jesus (2) 
488 Be thou my vision 
518 Christ is made the sure foundation 
541 Come, labor on 
487 Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life 
287 For all the saints, who from their labors rest 
347 Go forth for God, go o he world in peace 
490 I want to walk as a child of the light(2) 
644 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
314 Humbly I adore thee, Verity unseen (2) 
550 Jesus calls us, o’er the tumult 
597 “Jerusalem” (Tune requested) O day of peace that dimly shines 
376 Joyful, joyful we adore thee 
693 Just as I am, without one plea (2) 
324 Let all mortal flesh keep silence (2) 
290 Lift your voice rejoicing Mary 
448 O love, how deep, how broad, how high 
456 O love of God, how strong and true 
711 Seek ye first the Kingdom of God 
166 Sing my tongue, the glorious battle 
525 The Church’s one foundation 
645 The King of love my Shepherd is 
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(continued from page 7) 

 

WONDER, LOVE, AND PRAISE 
 
800 Precious Lord, take my hand 
852 Holy, holy, holy Lord (Sanctus) 
 
LEVAS (Lift Every Voice and Sing) 
 
191 His eye is on the sparrow 
60 How great thou art 
69 In the Garden (2) 
188 It Is well with my soul 
70 I want Jesus to walk with me 
218 Jesus loves me 
222 Jesus loves the little children 
56 Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
38 The old rugged cross 
120 There’s a sweet, sweet spirit in this place 
221 This little light of mine 
 
Other requests not found in our hymnals: 
8 fold Alleluia 
Holy Ground 
Surely it is God who saves me (Jack Noble White version) 
 
If there are any inadvertent omissions, please contact me or place a white card in 
the offering plate with information.  
 
Hymns which have a number in parentheses indicates two or more individuals 
selected this hymn as a favorite. 
 
 
 

 

 
Choir Practice will be each 

Wednesday evening at 7:00 pm.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The approved minutes from the September 17, 2023 Vestry Meeting are below. 

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
VESTRY MEETING MINUTES 

September 17, 2023 
 
In Attendance τ  

¶ Vestry:  [ȅƴƴ .ƭŀŎƪƳƻƴ όΩнрύΣ tŀƳ DƛŀǊŘƛŜƭƭƻ όΩноύ, tƘƛƭƛǇ aŎDǳƛǊǘ όΩнпύ, Caroline Oliver 
όΩноύΣ ŀƴŘ aƛƪŜ {ƛǎǘŀǊŜ όΩнрύ 

¶ Absent: wƻōŜǊǘ IƻǊǘƻƴ όΩнпύΣ {ŀƭƭȅ IƛƎƎƛƴǎ όΩнпύ ς both excused 

¶ Treasurer: Linda Baker  

¶ Priest: Father Phil Emanuel 
 
Cards to Parishioners ς Cards were signed by Vestry Members for friends and church family in 
need of prayers and will be mailed Monday.  
 
Opening Prayer and Reflection ς Phil Emanuel 
¢ƘŜ ǾŜǎǘǊȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀŦŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ 
mission statement. 
 
Review of Minutes τ Phil Emanuel 
The vestry meeting minutes for August 20, 2023, were reviewed.  Linda Baker asked that one small 
change be made to reflect that to close the meeting a responsive reading was recited and not the 
Beatitudes. The change was made.  Mike Sistare made a motion to accept the minutes and Lynn 
Blackmon seconded.  The minutes were approved.   
 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ τ Linda Baker 

¶ Contributions were down for the month of August. 

¶ Linda asked that everyone look especially at the expenses.  

¶ Linda also mentioned that we are over budget on promotion and signage for the year. 

¶ Linda mentioned that there will be two large expenses in September. One will come out of 
repairs, maintenance, and supplies. That is for the sanctuary lighting at an approximate cost 
of $2,000.00. The other is for the flood repair for the Undercroft in the amount of 
$1,800.00. This will come out of miscellaneous. The cost of the outside lighting and the 
security bar at the front entrance door will come out of the memorial fund.  

¶ Linda mentioned that there is a need for an annual giving campaign. There will be a meeting 
for this and she asked that all Vestry Members be there. Linda and Father Phil will set a 
date/time for this meeting. 

¶ The ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘΦ 
 

 
1 
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{ŜƴƛƻǊ ²ŀǊŘŜƴΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ τ Caroline Oliver 

¶ Caroline mentioned a need for a Memorial Donation Committee. Three individuals - Pam 
Giardiello, Philip McGuirt (will act a committee chair), and Lynn Blackmon were recruited to 
serve on the committee. Caroline made a motion and Mike seconded. The Memorials 
Donation Committee is formed. 

¶ Caroline is working on worship leaders for services October 15th and October 22nd. 

¶ Father Phil mentioned that Robert Horton and Jake Wilson will not be able to attend 
Convention in November. Linda Baker and Elizabeth Caldwell are certified alternates and 
will fill in those two slots. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ {ŜƴƛƻǊ ²ŀǊŘŜƴΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘΦ 
 
JuƴƛƻǊ ²ŀǊŘŜƴΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ τ Mike Sistare   

¶ Mike stated that the security bars for the front doors have been installed and work very 
well. The lock has been re-keyed to match the rest of the exterior door locks. 

¶ Mike mentioned that all the lighting questions have been answered and all are working as 
they should. 

¶ Mike will have the leaf guard system taken off the gutters around the church. This will help 
the gutters better handle extreme rainfall and hopefully keep the Undercroft from flooding 
during these times. 

¶ Mike mentioned that there is a need to recruit future vestry members. 

¶ Mike mentioned that Ken-Care (the cleaning service) is not doing a very good job. 
Specifically, the glass doors, cobwebs, and bathrooms need attention. Mike will speak to Jeff 
Foo about the Playhouse cleaning up each night when they finish using the space. Gwen will 
be asked to speak to Ken-Care about paying a bit more attention to detail.  

¶ Mike stated that the windows in the downstairs classrooms will be covered up to prevent 
water from leaking in. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ WǳƴƛƻǊ ²ŀǊŘŜƴΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘΦ 
 
 
Social Ministry Report / ECW Report ς Pam Giardiello, Father Phil, Caroline Oliver 

¶ Trunk or Treat ς Pam Giardiello will provide signage for the event. It will be held Tuesday, 
October 31st. Pam will send notes to the Vestry with more information. 

¶ LARS transportation vouchers ς Father Phil has attempted to contact LARS but has not 
heard back from them He asked Pam Giardiello if she would contact Alice Willis for more 
information on this. Pam Giardiello agreed.  

¶ Pam Giardiello will also reach out to Joan Crawford to get final details for Undy Sunday. 
Father Phil stated that Joan Crawford has given him Sunday, November 12th as the date for 
Undy Sunday.  
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¶ The 60th anniversary celebration meal will be Sunday, October 29th.  Joan Crawford and 
members of the ECW will work on invitations for this event. 

¶ Caroline Oliver stated that the ECW is still working on organizing the kitchen. More work will 
be done in the upcoming week. 

¶ The Social Ministry and ECW reports were accepted.  
 
tǊƛŜǎǘΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ς Phil Emanuel 

¶ Father Phil stated that the brochure is on hold until a later date. 

¶ Blessing of the Animals service will be held at Christ Church. The date will be Saturday, 
October 7th at 10:00 a.m. This information will be added to the service booklets and 
newsletters. Pam Giardiello asked that this information be put on Facebook and the church 
website. 

¶ There are plans to have all the interior doors painted. Mr. Garrison (the gentlemen painting 
the choir room) will be asked for a quote. Father Phil will get a quote.  

¶ Father Phil mentioned that Dana Lee would like to have the vertical blinds removed in the 
choir room.  

¶ ! ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǾŜǘ άƛƴ ƪƛƴŘέ ƎƛŦǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜ hƭƛǾŜǊ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ 
motion to create a policy and the Memorial Gifts Committee will enforce this policy. Pam 
Giardiello seconded the motion. Discussion was held and the motion was approved. 

¶ Father Phil and Philip McGuirt went to Do-It Printing and had a bumper sticker window decal 
designed for Christ Church. A sample was given to Vestry Members. Philip McGuirt 
mentioned that 100 would be a good number to order. Vestry Members were asked for 
their preference. Discussion was held. The cost is $2.00 each. Caroline Oliver made a motion 
to order 100 window decals and offer them to Parishioners at a cost of $2.00 each. Mike 
Sistare seconded. All were in favor and the motion passed. 

¶ Lynn Blackmon stated the renovation of the Hospitality Room is complete except for a cross 
and clock. Those will be taken care of later. 

¶ Dana Lee has requested a cabinet for choir robes. Mike Sistare has someone coming to 
discuss it this week. Dana lee and Caroline Oliver will go through the choir robes and remove 
the robes that are no longer used. 

¶ Advertising in The Lancaster News and Carolina Gateway. Linda Baker stated that the church 
needs to increase our presence on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and other social media. 
Pam Giardiello made a motion to stop advertising in The Lancaster News. Caroline Oliver 
seconded. Discussion was held. All were in favor. The motion passed. Gwen will be asked to 
contact The Lancaster News and cancel our ad. Pam Giardiello will advertise Christ Church 
on social media. 
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¶ Father Phil and Mike Sistare talked about the possibility of a handrail for the ramp into the 
Sanctuary, but it was decided that it may pose a risk and the idea will not be implemented. 

¶ Discussion was held regarding the Chrismon Tree. Caroline Oliver will get with Genni Tiffany 
about setting up ornament workshops. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ tǊƛŜǎǘΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘΦ 
 

Old Business τ  

¶ The alarm system was discussed. Mike Sistare asked about the yearly cost for monitoring. 
The cost for monitoring is $192.00 annually. 

¶ Father Phil provided an update on the lots owned by the Church. The appraisal of the land is 
as follows: subdivided into 3 lots at a value of $30,000 - $40,000 per lot. Discussion was 
held. No decision was made. 

New Business τ  

¶ Mike Sistare mentioned that he is in the process of getting quotes to put up a detached 
building behind the church in lieu of an elevator since the cost of the elevator is well over 
$100,000. Mike Sistare stated that you can buy a metal building for $35,000 plus the cost of 
upgrades and installation. Mike mentioned that there is already $30,000 pledged towards 
the elevator and that could be converted to the building fund. Discussion was held. Mike will 
present his findings at the October Vestry Meeting. 

¶ Calendar ς Calendar items were discussed.  
 

Adjournment τ Phil Emanuel 

¶ Father Phil offered the closing by having everyone recite the responsive reading and then 
closed the meeting with prayer. 

¶ The next meeting will be on Sunday, October 22, 2023. 

¶ There being no additional business, the meeting was adjourned. 
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Forward Day by Day 
booklets for  November/ 
December/January  are  at 
both entrances and in the 
red mailbox at the side 
entrance. You are 
welcome to pick up a copy 
at your convenience.  
 

 

ANGEL TREE 

 

In the spirit of Christmas, we 

will once again have our 

Angel Tree. Tags will be 

available soon. 

 

As the saying goes “Christmas 

is for kids,” so let’s make it 

merry for underprivileged 

children in our community. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE MUSTARD SEED                                                     Page13  

 

Collection of items for Undy Sunday will 

continue through November 5 th. A container 

will be placed in the Narthex for items.  

 

Monetary donations may be placed in the 

collection plate. Please mark your check for 

Undy Sunday in the memo line and make 

donations no later than November 5 th.  

 

The items will be blessed on  

Sunday, November 12 th    

 

Undy Sunday items will be donated to 

Brooklyn Springs Elementary and Clinton 

Elementary School.  
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH PRAYER LIST 
(*Denotes Members) 

 

 

 

Buck Sistare, Carol Hayes*, Fr. Richard Heller and his family , Lisa 
Stamper*, Joann Riemann*, Linda Tiffany, Tish Lyles, Tom Brown, Lisa 
Brown, Mike Lamberton*, Charlie Acker*, Nancy Port, Father Gordon 
Hamilton, Amanda Ford, Tony Higgins, Pam Giardiello*, Dan Smith, 

Daniel, Gina, Earle Holmes*, Eric Sullivan, Sandra Caldwell, Susan 
Bowers, Helen, Randy Horton, Susanne Horton,  Dixie Roberts, Hayes 
Robinson, Joan Bixby*, Aubrey Crawford*, Tric Deaton*, Father Bill 
Walters,  Karen, Earl Adams, Cindy Williams, Wayne Moore, Randall 

Robinson, Rebecca Bryson, Kathy Wilson, Ira & Judy Bell* 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Christ Episcopal Church 

PO Box 488 

534 Plantation Rd. 

Lancaster, SC 29721 

803-286-5224 
episcopal@comporium.net 

 

 

www.christchurch 

lancaster.com 

 

 

Christ Church – where we 

gather to worship, pray, sing, and 

share so together we may serve 

our community and the world. 

 


